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peror, Franz Ferdinand had succeeded by 1914 in raising
the Austrian navy to a respectable size; though scarcely
half as strong as that of Italy, it gave a good account of it*
self during the War and showed that the spirit of Admiral
Tegetthoff was not dead.
FRANZ FERDINAND'S POLITICAL VIEWS
In his views on foreign affairs Franz Ferdinand was at
one with his uncle in regarding the Dual Alliance with Ger-
many as the corner stone of Austrian policy. This convic-
tion was strengthened by his strong personal regard for
William II, whose great tact in the matter of the Arch-
duke's wife had won his heart. With Rumania Franz Ferdi-
nand sought to strengthen the ties of loyalty and alliance,
He and his wife were charmed with the visit they paid to
King Carol and Carmen Sylva in July, 1909. They adored
the simplicity of life of the Rumanian royal family at their
summer castle at Sinaia, which was so different from the
stiff ceremonial and stifling court atmosphere at Vienna.
His heart was touched at the genuineness and friendliness
with which the Queen of Rumania entertained his Count-
ess, took her to ride, and served her tea at a rustic farm
house. He long remembered it1 as one of the happiest visits
of his life.24
Italy, however,.the Archduke regarded with deep dis-
trust, but not to the point of thinking it wise to unmask
her suspected disloyalty to the Triple Alliance by a pre-
ventive war. On the contrary, he wanted to remain at peace
with Italy and maintain as firm relations as possible with
her. As heir of Francis V, Duke of Modena, he had in-
herited in 1875 the fortune of the Este family, but he had
no notion of attempting to restore the ducal power which
had been overthrown in 1859. In fact, in order to avoid
giving offense to the ruling house of Savoy in Italy, he never
**Cj.  Nikitsch-Boulles, p. 129 ff.